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	 Ils étaient deux, ils étaient 		
	 cent by Pierrette Lambert
Like any community, Buckingham has had its share of drama. 
The strike by the Maclaren Company workers in 1906 is  
engraved in the collective memory. What started as a simple 
labour conflict ended with the deaths of two workers, Thomas 
Bélanger and François Thériault, during an altercation on the 
banks of the Landing. The monument erected in 2006  
commemorates this event by highlighting the sacrifices  
of these workers who fought for the workers.

	 The Thomson Building
	 503 avenue de Buckingham
The first owner of this building, erected in 1892, was John 
Dempsey Thomson. At the end of the 19th century, the building 
was divided into three commercial spaces housing the Thomson 
grocery store, the Millinery & Fancy Dry Goods shop and the 
Bank of Ontario. Thomson sold the building in 1912. After 
that, several owners and businesses succeeded one another, 
including a jewellery store, a tavern, a florist and a bar.

	 Saint-Grégoire-de-Nazianze Church 
	 150 rue Maclaren Est
The Catholic Parish of Saint-Grégoire-de-Nazianze was 
canonically erected in 1840, and its first resident priest was 
Father John Brady. The fourth for this parish, this majestic 
Roman-Byzantine style church, was built from the ruins 
of the third church. Adorned with 24 stained glass win-
dows and a magnificent silver steeple built in 1921 after a 
fire destroyed the first steeple, this church is definitely an 
architectural gem.

	 St. Andrew’s United Church 
	 570 avenue de Buckingham
Built in 1890, St. Andrew’s Church was originally a Presbyterian 
place of worship. It is characterized by its rosette, a  
flamboyant round stained glass window that captures the  
attention of passers-by. When the United Church of Canada 
was established in 1925, St. Andrew’s became the gathering 
place for local Methodists, Congregationalists and Presbyterians.

	 Château Buckingham 
	 325 avenue de Buckingham 
There are several places in the Outaouais that are named after cities or 
townships in England. This is the case with Buckingham, which is also 
the name of the palace that serves as the official residence of the British 
royalty. This link to royalty inspired the place names in Buckingham, with 
its Windsor and Palace hotels, not to mention the Château  Buckingham,  
despite the fact that it acquired its name rather late. Erected around 
1887, this is the only Victorian vestige of the châteaux period in  
Buckingham. It was inhabited by, among others, William H. Kelly, the 
Mayor of Buckingham from 1907 to 1908, and by photographer John E. 
Gleason.

	 The Vieux-Marché Building
	 379 avenue de Buckingham
Built in 1903 and rebuilt three times after that, the Vieux-Marché Build-
ing was for years the centre of rue Principale. It was the socio-economic 
core of the Basse-Lièvre agri-food region, and a popular gathering place. 
The building housed a butcher shop, a restaurant and a cobbler. These 
days, the Buckingham museum and the tourist information centre 
managed by the Buckingham Historical Society share the site with the 
Bistrado youth home.

19	 The Canadian Flint 	
	 & Spar 
	 250 rue Charles
By the second half of the 19th century, the 
mining industry was playing a major role 
in Buckingham. For a while, the region 
grew rich on graphite, phosphate, mica, 
quartz and feldspar. The Canadian Flint 
and Spar, which was in business from 
1930 to approximately 1970, was the 
most prolific mining business in Buck-
ingham. Its facilities ground and refined 
feldspar, a mineral used in the ceramic 
industry. In 2004, the former plant was 
demolished to make way for the munici-
pal workshops in eastern Gatineau. A mu-
ral adorns the building’s façade, a trompe 
l’oeil frescoe by the Groupe muraliste 
de Québec illustrating this period of the 
mining industry.

	 Avenue de  
	 Buckingham
In the early 19th century, workers started 
settling in Buckingham. A community soon 
emerged: businesses, schools and churches 
sprung up as a social life took shape. It was 
a diversified population. Residents with 
French, English and Irish backgrounds lived 
side-by-side. They practiced many different 
faiths. Catholics, Anglicans, Presbyterians, 
Baptists and Lutherans enriched Buckingham’s 
cultural heritage. By the early 1950s, life in 
Buckingham revolved around rue Prin-
cipale, where almost every business was 
located. The street that came to be known 
as avenue de Buckingham has managed to 
retain the charm of a main street from the 
olden days.
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