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	 Hector Viau House
	 873 chemin de Masson 
The Maclaren workers’ strike in 1906 in Buckingham 
also had an impact on Masson. This was the home of 
Dr. Hector Viau (the next street was named after him), 
who was involved in the events. Dr. Viau was pro-
union, and spoke to the strikers during a meeting in 
Masson, strongly encouraging them to escape “slavery”. 
Dr. Viau was also the mayor of Masson for 11 years 
before moving away from the village. The house dates 
back to before 1904. 

	 Masson railway station
	 10 rue de la Gare 
The railway line connecting Montréal and Hull was 
inaugurated in December 1877. The now abandoned 
Masson railway station is the last original station for this 
line built by the Quebec, Montreal, Ottawa and Occidental 
Railway, and purchased shortly thereafter by Canadian 
Pacific (CP). For nearly 100 years, it played a central role 
in the village: travellers would arrive from throughout the 
Lower Lièvre, news would arrive from the big city, and 
merchandise would be loaded and unloaded, including 
everyday wares, milled wood and minerals. A secondary link 
to Buckingham, mostly used for freight, was inaugurated 
in 1885. The railroad’s arrival slowly led to the disappearance 
of barges in the Lièvre River basin, as their cargo was 
shifted to the station. Recognized as a heritage railway 
station in 1993, the building has not undergone any 
renovation work since then. At 833 chemin de Masson 
stands a house that was built before 1916 and once 
served as the stationmaster’s home.
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Circuit pédestre
Le ruisseau de la Brasserie :  
de l’activité industrielle à la vie culturelle
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	 Servants of Jesus and Mary
	 17 rue des Servantes 
It may seem surprising that a cloistered community of  
contemplative nuns, the Servants of Jesus and Mary, should 
have been set up in the core of a working village like Masson. 
The initiative originated in the 1890s as a result of the 
encounter between two deeply spiritual people, Éléonore 
Potvin and Alexis Mangin. Father Mangin was looking for 
a housekeeper for his rectory, when a pious young lady 
came knocking on his door. Éléonore was back after having 
been refused entry to the convent because of her fragile 
health. Seeing her devotion, the priest asked her to set up  
a community of women who would officially take the 
habit in 1895. The sisters started out in a stable behind the 
church, and later opened a small convent. Their numbers 
grew from four to 25 in less than three years. Realizing that 
a village would not be able to support them, they moved to 
Aylmer in 1898, and then to Hull. They are still there today, 
in the convent in Hull, and throughout the 20th century they 
spread throughout Québec.
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	 Mica strippers
	 825 chemin de Masson 
Mica was a highly sought-after mineral at the turn of the 
20th century, and mica stripping was a major economic 
activity along the Lièvre and Blanche Rivers, as well as 
in Hull. Women were favoured for this work because of 
their superior dexterity. Sometimes they worked at home, 
sometimes in small factories. This building held one of 
these workshops between 1905 and 1915. The market for 
mica was very volatile, and the workshop shut down and 
reopened several times, employing between 40 and 50 
women at a time.

10

11

14

13

14

	 Along the shoreline
	 
Despite the heavy traffic on the Hull-Montréal road starting in 1817, it would take more than 50 years for the Lièvre River 
shoreline at the level of the basin to get a link other than the ferry. The first wood bridge appeared near the future railway around 
1870, and fell apart in 1897. It was replaced three years later by a covered bridge, the pont Major, which was located to the south 
of the current one. A new concrete bridge replaced it in 1938. The current bridge (2011) is the fourth to cross the bed of the 
Lièvre River.

For decades, the area around the railway bridge was occupied by small industries. To the north, a flour mill was in operation 
from the 1880s until around 1925. To the south, a small group of buildings appeared around 1875, serving several functions: 
phosphate plant at the time of the mining boom on the Lièvre River, fertilizer factory and flour mill. The last industry set up 
there was the Masson Shoe Factory, which opened in 1907, encouraged by the municipal council because of the prospect of  
hiring workers laid off by the disappearance of the lumberyards. A year later, it went up in smoke, and was never rebuilt.
 fit disparaître à jamais.
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