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Summary of Gatineau’s Housing Policy
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Gatineau intends to focus on the consolidation of
new and existing residential cores. This consolida-
tion will be carried out separately in each urban
village. Urban villages are groups of one or more
neighbourhoods, places of belonging, with a strong
community and cultural life, a variety of housing
types and nearby services and businesses. This
approach will enable residents to live at the rhythm
of their neighbourhood. It will also lead to better
use of public infrastructures and equipment.
Special attention will also be paid to the overall
design of new neighbourhoods, new streets and
environmental development.
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Develop a better awareness of the residential

market and the costs associated with its development.
Ensure the residential consolidation of urban villages.
Enhance the quality and innovativeness of
development projects.
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In established neighbourhoods, Gatineau wants to promote the

construction of new buildings and the conversion of existing ones.

In newer ones, it will encourage higher density development.
This increase in residential density, which is already under way
in many North American cities, will remain consistent with each
area’s characteristics. It will provide important benefits, such as
enabling people to grow old in their own neighbourhoods and
providing access to more efficient public transportation.
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Encourage the redevelopment of certain
sectors identified in the master plan and
the insertion of buildings.

Increase residential density in new
development projects.




/4 Aa/anCea/ and diversified 777@ Oé/'ecf/\/eé

SLpp /y of’ /70415/”\9 for alf Maintain access to housing and encourage
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Respond to socio-demographic changes.

Gatineau wants to create a setting and conditions that will foster the
construction of more affordable housing by the private sector. It will
also ensure that the design of new buildings and the rehabilitation
of the existing housing stock takes into consideration socio-demo-
graphic changes, such as population ageing and cultural commu-
nities. Finally, Gatineau will step up its efforts to ensure that more
units meet the needs of persons with disabilities or reduced mobility.
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housing cooperatives and not-for-profit organizations.
Maintain the current stock of public and community

housing in good condition.

Gatineau intends to pursue the construction of
more social and community housing units with the
help of other levels of government. This type of
housing makes the city more accessible to Gatineau
residents who live alone, families, seniors as well as
those with special needs. Over the years, the con-
struction of hundreds of reasonably-sized social
housing units that meet architectural standards has
shown that it is possible to ensure the successful
co-existence of projects. Thus, Gatineau will con-

tinue to support initiatives aimed at improving
the living conditions of its residents.
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Gatineau will continue to pursue its initiatives in
regard to the development and protection of its
residential stock. In this regard, the maintenance of
existing housing units is a priority. It is primarily the
owner’s responsibility, as well as that of the tenant,
to maintain the property or unit. However, it would
appear that guidelines are needed in connection
with this aspect of housing to ensure suitable hous-
ing for all Gatineau residents. In some of the more
vulnerable neighbourhoods, renovation is part of a
larger effort, which will require a host of different
measures combining input by residents, community
organizations, entrepreneurs and the City. This
will enable us to mitigate disparities among the city’s
neighbourhoods by making them more attractive
to residents and investors.
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Maintain housing in good condition throughout the city.
Revitalize some of the sectors identified in the planning
program as having specific issues, including the downtown
and revitalization and renovation sectors.
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