NOTICE TO
OCCUPANT
SMOKE TESTING

Ville de Gatineau has hired the
EnviroServices firm to inject smoke
into the sewers in your sector.

Please note that:
• the smoke will only enter a home if there is a defect in the
plumbing system, which would result in odours while the
work is underway;

These tests will take place in June, weather permitting.

• the smoke cartridges release a NON TOXIC white smoke
that does not leave any deposits;

Smoke testing

• individuals with respiratory problems may be
inconvenienced from inhaling the smoke;

The operation involves injecting smoke into the sewers to detect
reversed connections.
A reversed connection is an improperly connected or defective
connection that enables wastewater to run elsewhere than
into a sanitary or combined sewer system. The water might be
flowing into a storm sewer, onto the ground, into a ditch or into
a waterway.
Reversed connections can represent a significant source
of pollution for wetlands, waterways and lakes, and could
have numerous repercussions for drinking water, aquatic
habitats, recreational and sport activities, environmental
esthetics, and public health and safety. The discharge of
contaminants through those connections is prohibited under
the Environment Quality Act.

• if the smoke seeps into your home (including your
basement or garage), block the opening or the drain
with a wet rag or pour a litre of water into the drain and
immediately notify the EnviroServices representative; and
• given that the smoke often escapes in several spots and
these tests are rather brief, every sign of smoke must be
photographed for reporting and compilation. Thus, we may
have to access your backyard to get a proper angle for
the photographs. We are counting on your cooperation in
ensuring that the process goes smoothly.
Should you have any questions before, during or after the
tests, please contact:
Luc Lanois
Technicien aux infrastructures
Ville de Gatineau
Tel.: 819-243-2345, extension 7537
We thank you for your cooperation.
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